whole subject of diabetes, e.g. a straightforward case of diabetic pregnancy is used to describe the White classification. When multiple choice type questions are used the answers should be authoritative and acceptable, but here some are questionable whilst others rely on a quixotically-chosen reference as if the authors doubted their own experience and opinion.
It is difficult to see what advantages the present format has over a textbook or review of recent advances and in my opinion this book falls very heavily between all stools. The list of cases and index give no useful guide as to the book's content so that it cannot be used as a source of quick reference, yet numerous, oddly-chosen and often out-of-date references are included. The level is uneven, the text repetitive and inconsistent and the price high. £8.50 Bristol: John Wright 1976 This is a useful book on a subject of considerable importance to dermatologists. Dr Ronald Marks is already well known for his work on rosacea, acne and perioral dermatitis and these subjects occupy three of the ten chapters and over a third of the 130 pages of text. All the old familiar theories are critically examined by Dr Marks and most of them finish in the dustbin. Overindulgence in tea, coffee and alcohol, for example, does not cause rosacea, while chocolates do not make acne worse nor pregnancy make it any better.
The remainder of the book deals with the anatomy and physiology of the skin, dermatitis, lupus erythematosus and dermatomyositis, infections, tumours, and various granulomata and ulcers. Each section is concise, sensible and easy to read with a generous supply of references at the end of each chapter.
Most of the subjects discussed in the text are well illustrated by thirty-two colour photographs and eighty-one black and white ones showing the clinical appearance and, in many cases, the histology as well. It is a pity that the book was not made a little larger to include disorders of hair growth such as hirsuties and alopecia areata and such common anomalies of pigmentation as chloasma and vitiligo. By the same token more space might have been given to the faces of the leper and the syphilitic. Apart from these few criticisms this book is warmly recommended, not only to dermatologists, but to all those concerned with the skin of the face. H Those who teach for the Primary FFARCS must abstract from various sources the material which they present to their students. In many books available up till now there has been a conspicuous lack of information on the more mathematical aspects of physics. This volume makes good this gap by covering basic mathematical matters including trigonometry, logarithms, exponentials, elementary calculus and the negative exponential fraction. On this basis is built a series ofdiscussions of the fundamental physics of heat, the gas laws, vapours and other matters relevant to the practice of anwsthesia, including electrical concepts. At the end of each chapter the student can test the degree of his assimilation of what he has read by attempting the problems offered for solution. It is however only fair to those who might seek themselves to use this volume as a preparation for the Primary FFARCS examination to say that it goes much further into many aspects of physics than do the examiners in this subject in London or Dublin. Hepatocellular carcinoma, although fortunately comparatively uncommon in this country, is an intriguing tumour with a widely varying distribution and a high incidence in South East Asia and parts of Africa. Its relationship to cirrhosis is well known, but less fully defined is its association with aflatoxins produced by Aspergillus flavus, a common food spoilage fungus which especially involves peanut meals. The development of sensitive methods to detect alphafetoprotein, a specific carcinofetal antigen, together with angiography, liver scanning and laparoscopy, has enabled earlier diagnosis to be made and to permit possibly more effective treatment of what until recently was an almost hopeless disease.
This magnificent monograph has a Japanese physician and an American pathologist as editors. It contains contributions from Canada, England and China as well as 12 from Japan and 9 from the USA. Sections include pathogenesis, etiology, pathology, pathophysiology, clinical features, special techniques of diagnosis, and treatment by surgery and chemotherapy. The text is well written and the Asian contributions are particularly easy to follow. The illustrations are magnificent, with histological and radiological reproductions of great clarity. Each chapter has an exhaustive and up-to-date bibliography. This is a book which will appeal to the pathologist, epidemiologist and clinician who needs to consult an authoritative text on liver cancer. preparing a text in pediatric neurology at a time when he is competing with a profusion of similar texts from overseas, mostly from the USA. The latter present a partially-digested surfeit, rather than an embarrassment of riches, and comparisons are inevitable. The new book is unpretentious, unfussy and concise, and is offered as a guide to clinicians, particularly pediatricians, who may not require a compendium of rare diseases, but who regularly encounter commonplace neurodevelopmental problems in young patientscerebral palsy, mental handicap, learning difficulty, epilepsy. Dr Gordon's special interest is reflected in the section on specific learning disorders and presents a sensitive discussion of the role of the doctor.
JOHN WILSON

Consultant Neurologist Hospitalfor Sick Children
Cerebral Dural Sinuses and their Tributaries by Jefferson Browder MD and Harry A Kaplan MD pp xv + 120 illustrated $14.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1976 This is an exhaustive study of the dural sinuses, their lacune and their tributaries, by two wellknown and very experienced neurosurgeons, based on examination of more than 900 fresh autopsy specimens. The lucid text is illustrated by diagrams, photographs of vinylite casts and reproductions of contrast X-rays. This monograph is an excellent reference book for anatomists and especially for neurosurgeons. The great variation of the venous channels and lakes so well demonstrated will make neurosurgeons still more apprehensive about incisions of the dura mater for removal of meningiomas adjacent to or attached to the dural sinuses.
LESLIE OLIVER
Consulting Neurosurgeon
Charing Cross Hospital This is an important book and required reading for most doctors; for those with a classical education it will revive memories of youth, for the less fortunate it will indicate the derivation of commonplace terms used in daily practice. In seven short chapters Dr Dirckx (who clearly has a love of language as well as being the Medical Director of the Student Health Service at Dayton, Ohio) takes the reader through plain English (possibly the best chapter), medical English, our heritage from Latin and Greek, slang, jargon and gibberish, to modern speech. This is no defence of the old order, rather a plea to those inventors to get it right from the startto stop and think of the semantic origin and the analysis of words, before coining anything new. The author points to interesting associations such as those between anthrax and anthracite, and testis and testimony. There are plenty of handy words for the intellectually indolent which make good talking points at any ward round or surgical operation.
JAMES CALNAN
Professor ofPlastic & Reconstructive Surgery, Royal Postgraduate Medical School
